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360 Agricultural Statistics of Norfolk. [^December) 

Memoranda towards the Agricultural Statistics of Norfolk By Sir John 
P. Boileau, Bart., F.R.S. (Read before the Statistical Section of the 
British, Association at Cambridge, 2\st June, 1845.) 

The following short statement of the results obtained by a commit- 
tee of ■ magistrates appointed to inquire into the Maintenance and 
Employment of the Agricultural Poor in the county of Norfolk in 1831 , 
may be acceptable to the statistical section, and serve as a basis for 
comparison with the present time. 

The substance is embodied in the report made by the committee 
through their chairman, Mr. Edmond Wodehouse, M.P. for the county, 
to the Quarter Sessions, in October, 1831. 

The county of Norfolk contains 680 parishes. Returns were 
obtained from 426, the remaining 254 not being compelled to reply to 
the questions sent them by the committee declined answering; but as 
these agricultural parishes are of similar average extent to those which 
made returns, the 426 may be assumed as a fair evidence for calcula- 
tion of the whole 680 of the county. 

The total number of acres contained within these 426 parishes 
amounts to 664,867, of which 471,339 are arable. 

The total number of Labourers usually employed thereon is 23,058, 
of which 18,277 may be called able-bodied labourers, i. e., above 20 
years of age, and 4,781 above 14 and under 20 years of age. 

From hence it follows, in round numbers, 

1. That the number of Labourers of all kinds, men and boys, 
employed upon 100 acres of all kinds is 3£. 

2. That the number of Labourers of all kinds, men and boys, 
employed upon 100 acres of arable is nearly 5. 

3. That the number of Labourers, above 20 years of age, employed 
upon 1 00 acres of all kinds is 2-f , or about 1 to 36 acres. 

4. That the number of Labourers, above 20 years of age, employed 
upon 100 acres of arable is 3f , or about 1 to 26 acres. 

And the conclusion to which the committee came, appears fairly 
borne out, notwithstanding a very contrary opinion previously preva- 
lent, viz. : — 

" As far as the committee are enabled to form a judgment, there 
does not appear to be, upon the whole, any material surplus of 
Labourers beyond what the! cultivation of the soil may be fairly said 
to require. In many cases, undoubtedly, there is a most inconvenient 
number, either residing, or legally belonging, and in many of these the 
rates appear to be considerably increased by the claims of various 
tradesmen, such as bricklayers and carpenters during the winter 
months." 

I regret that I cannot obtain the special parochial returns from 
whence this report was made, and from which I have generally 
deduced the comparative amount of Labourers to the 100 acres. Many 
interesting facts might thus have been drawn out, but the papers 
appear to have perished. 

John P. Boileau. 
20, Upper Brook-Street, 
June 4, 1845. 



